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SCHOOL UNIFORM

School uniform can be ordered online from School Trends or purchased locally from Club Sport in Ross on Wye.  The full uniform list is available in the School Prospectus.  Bookbags will be available to purchase from school during the first few weeks back in September.  They are also available from School Trends or Club Sport.  Uniform is also available at Ross Labels.  
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Breakfast club starts at 7.45 am and it is not necessary to book.  The cost is £3.70 for the hour and any sessions attended will appear on Parent Pay for settlement.  You can utilise the Child Voucher Scheme to make payment.  Please note children must be accompanied to the Reception foyer and not dropped off outside. 
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Start of day procedures

The school gates open at 8.35 am and teachers are on duty in the playground to supervise. Drop zone is manned from this time.   Please see separate letter with arrangements for the first few weeks.   
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Registration is prompt at 8.55 am and therefore children need to be in school for 8.50 am.  

If you arrive late and the gates are closed you must accompany your child to reception and sign them in the late book giving the reason for lateness.  

School Meals
Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a free school lunch under the government’s Universal Infant Free School Meal Scheme (UIFSM).  There is a main and vegetarian option available each day, and we cater for a variety of allergies. The choices run on a 3-weekly rota and parents choose their child’s options in advance through Parent Pay, our online cashless system.  Meals required for each week must be ordered by Thursday of the previous week.
PARENT PAY  You will be sent a Parent Pay Activation Letter shortly (please remember to check your junk email).  You must activate your account as soon as possible, as this is the way you will receive virtually all communication from School. Please note the email will look like it is coming from Parent Pay, but in the subject header we always put ‘GGS’.  Separated parents can also request individual activation letters to ensure they receive communication also.   Parent Pay is used to communicate all school trips and payments for Breakfast Club and After School Club (GAS) must be made through this service.  
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If your child is poorly and cannot attend school their absence must be reported by telephoning school prior to 9.00 am and leaving a message on the absence line.  Please state the reason for their absence, and not just say ‘they are not well.’   This helps us identify clusters of any particular illnesses in circulation.  If they have a temperature you must state what the reading is please.   
Medical and dental appointments should be made for after school where possible please, and if medical appointments are made during the day please show your appointment letter to the school office so that this can be noted. 
[image: image9.jpg]



Cool Milk Registration

Please remember to register your child with ‘Cool Milk’ as they are eligible for free milk up until their 5th birthday (www.coolmilk.com).   The children have their milk during story time at the end of the day.  Once they reach 5 years old, you can pay for milk to be delivered through Cool Milk and must order this direct.  
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The children bring to school:

· Their lunch bag (if you have not pre-ordered a free school meal through Parent Pay).  Please remember the deadline is midnight Thursday to order meals for the following week!
· Their book bag

· A refillable water bottle 

· Their PE kit (which generally stays at school and is sent home half termly for washing)

· Waterproof coat (weather dependent)

· Sun hat (weather dependent)

· No backpacks please, and sun tan lotion should be applied before school if needed.
DON’T FORGET   Please, please, we cannot stress enough the importance of labelling all your child’s clothes and remember shoe labels as well (.  
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Also, if your child has long hair, please tie it back for health and safety reasons including the spread of head lice.    
Fruit is provided under the Government’s Fruit and Veg Scheme.  However, sometimes children prefer to bring in a piece of fruit from home, to have at snack time.  
[image: image12.png]


Changes to home time arrangements

If there are any changes to pick up arrangements and someone else is collecting your child please telephone the School prior to 2.45pm to inform us who will be collecting your child so that we can pass the message on to them and the class teacher.   Please remember, if there are specific people who are not permitted to pick up your child we must be advised.  Since Covid restrictions were put in place, children in Reception Class finish at 3.00 pm and collect from the green gate by the staff cars. PLEASE do not park in the staff car park or use the disabled bay unless you hold a Blue Badge.    
If you know you are going to be delayed for more than 10 minutes picking up your child please call school and let us know.  Any later and your child will be sent into Gorsley After School Club (known as GAS ().  Please remember if your child attends GAS you will be charged for the whole hour regardless of the time you collect within the first hour 3.15-4.15 pm.  
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 After School Club is chargeable and runs from 3.15-5.30 pm.  The cost is £3.70 for the first hour, then £1.10 for every 15 minutes you require after that time.  Again, any sessions taken will appear on Parent Pay for you to settle and you can use the Child Voucher Scheme through your employer.  
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Important – change of  numbers
We must remind you of the importance of notifying us immediately should you change your mobile telephone number or change address.  It is crucial that we can contact you in the event of an emergency.  
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Text Messaging

We use Teachers2Parents Text Messaging Service occasionally.  This may be to remind you of an event, to let you know if a trip is returning late, or in the event of school closure during the day.
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First aid
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If your child has an injury at school they will come home with a note detailing the injury and if we feel it necessary, you will be telephoned to give you details which may result in you collecting your child.  
Similarly, if your child has an injury at home, (particularly a head bump) please inform us as soon as possible so that we can be vigilant for signs of delayed concussion.  

Holiday Absence
Holiday absence during term time should be avoided and will be unauthorised unless exceptional circumstances are given.  Absences affect your child’s progress and learning so please avoid this.  Please be honest about absence for holiday as children inevitably come back to school after a ‘period of sickness’ telling us what a lovely time they have had on holiday 😊.  
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Finally we do appreciate that it is an emotional experience for you on your child’s first day at school and if there are tears from either of you on parting, please remember you can always telephone the school office to check if they have settled. 
Please return all completed forms by Friday, 9th July, and remember to activate your Parent Pay account. We look forward to welcoming you and your child to Gorsley Goffs and look forward to seeing the children in School on our return in September.  Enjoy the summer holidays!!!

